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PROPOSED REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN

SITE BACKGROUND AND HISTORY

Ihe  Peerless  Photo Products site is locared  on
approximately 16.2 acres in the Village of Shoreham,
Suffolk County (See Figure 1), The site is bounded to the
soth h}’ NYS Roure 254 to the west by Randall Road, to
the north by o Long Island Power Authority (LTPA) right-
ofeway (containing high-voltage lines) and residential
propertics, and to the east by Tesla Sereet and residential
propertivs. The site is locuted in a predominantly residential
ik,

The site was originally developed in 1903 when Nikela
Tesla constructed a building that served as a residence and
o laboratory. The original structure is part of Building 1.
Mr. Tesla also constructed a radio tower on the site which
wiis demolished in 1917 - 1918 The ectagonal base of the
twwer furmed a pit. The foundation of the former radio
tower is called the Tesla Tower Base. The structure was
the base of a rall tower that once existed on the property,
and is approximawly 90 (1 in diameter. The New York
State OITice of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation
has concluded thar the Tesla Laboratory building and the
Tesba Tower Base met the criteria for inclusion in the New
Yark Swte and National Register of Historic Places.

The site consists of four large buildings and a few small
struetures. Manufacturing and warehousing were centered
in the large main plant building {Building 1} located on the
northenstern corner of the property. The North Recharge
Busins ore loeated bencath the high voltage hines in the
Long Island Power Autharity (LIFA) right-of-way. The
Tesly Tower Buse is located at the southeastemn comer of
the sine,

Feerless Photo Products Ine. began operations at the site in
1939 In 1969, Apfa-Gaevert, Inc. purchased Peerless
Phote Producis.  From 1939 to 979, Peerless Photo
Products disposed ol unireated process water into 800 foot
long by 25 toul wide recharge basins, referred as the North
Recharpe Basing. The process water cantained the metals
such as silver, cadmium, lead and other compounds. In
1979, an indusirial  wastewater  treatment  plant  was
constructed and o State Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (SPES) permit was issucd to discharge treated
efMuent into the North Recharge Basins, The process water
dischorges ceased in 1987 a5 manufacturing activities atthe
site were discontinued.. Chemical processing equipment
a the plunt was then either cleaned or removed from the
sif

The Tesla Tower Base may have been used until 1973 for
the disposal ol unknown materials, The area inside the
foundation walls is now level and vegetated with grass and
laree trevs,

The site is currently vacunt, The entire site is enclosed by
o 6-11 high chain-link lence and is guarded 24 hours per
dity, Current land use of the site is industrial, although

both residential and nonresidential use is possible in the
future.

In 1983, the NYSDEC listed the site as a Class 2 sile in
the Registry of Inactive Hazardous Wasle Disposal
Sites in New York. A Class 2 site is o site where
hazardous waste presents a significant threat 1o the
public health or the environment and action is required.

Between 1980 and 1990, several environmental
investigations were conducted at the site which
involved soil and groundwater sampling and analysis,
The results of these investigations showed that soils in
the North Recharge Basins, Tesla Tawer Bose and
other area of potential concems (APCs) were impacted
with the metais such as cadmium and silver at
concentrations above the background concentrations
typical of soil in the eastern Uniled States,

The Briarcliff Road wellfield is located approximartely
1,400 feet northwest from the Tesla Tower Base, A
summary of water quality data {rom the Briarcliff Road
public supply wellfield showsed that the site-related
contaminants were not detected ut the public supply
wells. This wellfield was closed and grouted by the
Suffolk County Water Authority (SCWA) and is
currently inactive. However, wells could be installed in
the future if the SCWA requires additional production

capacity.

The NYSDEC and Agfa Corporation entered into @
Consent Order on August 19, 1991, The Order
obligates the responsible parties to implement a
Remedial Tnvestigation/Feasibility Study (RIFSJenly,

REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION

The purpose of the Remedial Investigation (R1) was ta
define the nature and extent of cantamination resulting
from previous activities at the site, The RI was
conducted by Agfa Corparation under the NYSDEC
oversight between September 30, 1993 and June 2003,

The Rl included the sampling of surface and sub-
surface soils, and groundwater. The main categories of
containinants that exceed site specific Soil Cleanup
Objectives and Clean up levels (5CGs) are inorganics
{mctals). The soils in several arcas of the site are
cantaminated with metals most notably cadmium and
silver. During the RI, 3 total of 13 APCs of the site, and
groundwater have been investigated. Metals were
detected in most of the APCs, These APCs are the
Former Drum Storage Arca (APC-1), East Soil Storage
Area (APC-35), Primary Wastewater Pump Station
(APC-T7). Emulsion Building, Sunip (APC-8), Wuter
Meter Room Pit (APC-9), West Soil Storage Area
(APC-6), Tesla Tower Base (APC-10), LIPA Right-of-
Way (APC-11), North Recharge Basing (APC-12), and

Class V Injection Well (APC-13). A summary of






